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3.0 Additional Information 
4.0 Additional Information 

 
4.1 Findings of misconduct require that the allegation(s) be proven by a preponderance of evidence 

indicating a significant departure from accepted practices of the relevant research community and 
that the misconduct committed was intentional, knowing and/or reckless 
 

4.2 Anyone who has reason to suspect research misconduct, or observes anyone engaged in 
Research Misconduct, has the responsibility and right to report such through an oral or written 
statement to their department/unit head, Dean, Vice-president, and Research Integrity Officer or 
through the use of Ethicspoint.  

 
4.3 If the complainant is unsure whether a suspected action can be defined as research misconduct, 

he or she may meet with or contact the research integrity officer to discuss the suspected research 
misconduct informally, which may include discussing it anonymously and/or hypothetically.   
 

4.4 The identity of the respondent and the complainants should be limited to those who need to know 
in order to conduct an objective and fair assessment of the allegation. 
 

4.5 If the assessment of the allegation meets the definition of research misconduct and sufficient, 
credible and specific evidence is identified, an inquiry can be initiated. 

 
4.6 The respondent will be provided with a written summary of the allegations, a copy of this policy and 

a procedure guideline regarding procedures for addressing research misconduct. The name of the 
complainant will not be revealed to the respondent during the inquiry process. 

 
4.7 The University must, on or before the date on which the respondent is notified or the inquiry begins 

(whichever is earlier), promptly take all reasonable and practical steps to obtain custody of all the 
research records and evidence needed to conduct the research misconduct proceeding, inventory 
the records and evidence, and sequester them in a secure manner, except that where the research 
records or evidence encompass scientific instruments shared by a number of users, custody may 
be limited to copies of the data or evidence on such instruments, so long as those copies are 
substantially equivalent to the evidentiary value of the instruments. 
 

4.8 
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